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To  Democrats. — A portion  of  the  JJannibal  Democratic  Sound  Cur- 
rency Club,  upon  a call  for  the  purpose,  met  at  the  Court  House  in 
Hannibal,  Aug.  4th,  1896.  It  being  construed  that  the  object  of 
the  original  organization  did  not  now  fully  exist,  the  original 
membership  was  released  and  the  present  organization  was  inau- 
gurated. The  officers  of  the  club  were  announced  as  Charles  J. 
Lewis,  president;  J.  B.  Brown,  vice-president;  A.  W.  Pettibone, 
jr.,  secretary,  and  A R.  Levering,  treasurer;  executive  committee 
— Elijah  Hawkins,  C.  N.  Lee,  J.  W.  Mounce,  J.  T.  Holme  and  W. 
B.  Humrich.  Being  deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  have  the  pro- 
ceedings and  address  published  in  a local  democratic  paper,  and 
being  desirous  of  informing  our  fellow  Democrats  of  our  position, 
we  take  this  method  of  distribution.  The  names  appearing  were 
given  after  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  and  the  audience  had 
largely  dispersed.  Additional  signatures  are  now  being  received. 
All  Democrats  in  sympathy  with  our  purpose  to  assist  in  preserv- 
ing the  principles  of  Democracy,  are  cordially  invited  to  join  us. 


When  William  Jennings  Bryan  went  “ancient  landmarks”  trampled  under 
to  the  Chicago  convention  in  the  in-  foot. 

terest  of  Senator  Teller,  (who  had  re-  Claiming  the  same  privilege  accord - 
cently  bolted  the  Republican  conven-  ed  to  this  silver  tongaed  evangelist 
tion)  as  the  nominee  of  the  Demo-  “with  charity  for  all  and  malice 
cratic  party,  with  the  declaration  upon  towards  none,”  we,  the  undersigned, 
his  lips  that:  “Nothing  in  Heaven  regarding  the  preservation  of  Demo- 
above,  on  the  earth  below  or  in  hell  cratic  principles  as  enumerated  by  its 
beneath  could  make  me  support  a gold  founder  and  reiterated  from  its  organ- 
standard  candidate  on  a gold  standard  ization  down  to  July  6,  1896  as  above 
platform,”  and  with  the  determination  partisanship,  under  the  name  of  De- 
to  place  a crown  of  Populistic  fallacies  mocracy,  and  that  Democracy  a coun- 
'r  on  the  brow  of  Democracy,  crucify  it  terfeit,  decline  to  sanction  the 
on  a cross  of  silver,  place  a sponge  of  platform  or  support  the  ticket 
anarchistic  hyssop  to  its  lips,  and  named  by  the  Chicago  convention, 
pierce  its  side  with  the  spear  of  de-  Four  years  ago  the  Democratic  Na- 
fiance  to  the  Judiciary  department  of  tional  convention  promulgated  the 
the  government  in  its  interpretation,  doctrines  of  genuine  Democracy.  Very 
and  of  the  Executive,  in  its  enforce-  few  exceptions  to  the  principles  and 
ment  of  the  law,  he  evidently  regarded  policies  . then  declared  were  taken  by 
the  “free  silver  fallacy”  as  a question  Democrats,  and  they  applied  only  to 
of  principle  and  not  of  policy,  to  which  matters  of  minor  concern.  On  the  two 
party  fealty  must  be  sacrificed  and  main  issues,  tariff  and  finance,  they 
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were  clear,  and  comprehensive  and 
nearly  univ  jrsally  acceptable  to  all 
Democrats  ii  the  country.  It  was  a 
national  platform.  It  declared  for  a 
“world  wide  trade  and  a world-wide 
money.’'  It  rightfully  charged  the 
protection  system  as  the  cause  of 
righteous  complaint — the  real  cause  of 
a poor  west  s.nd  a rich  east — the  real 
reason  why  the  great  wealth  producing 
portions  of  t le  country  unprotected  by 
partial  laws,  should  continue  with- 
oat  prosper  ty  and  the  establish 
ments  which  simply  manipulated  the 
wealth  of  th  5 earth,  should  continue 
to  grow  ric  i — the  real  reason  why 
hundreds  of  t housands  of  willing  hands 
were  compel  ed  to  remain  in  enforced 
idleness.  T lat  platform  declared  for 
an  honest,  s taple,  sound  money  and 
sought  to  S(  cure  a currency  which 
would  be  honorable  at  home 
and  abroad  equally  valjable  for 
domestic  tra:fic  and  the  foreign  trade 
of  a great  surplus  producing  country. 
In  particular  it  condemned  the  Sher- 
man silver  purchasing  act  and  by  the 
decisive  voto  of  913  to  17  declart-d 
against  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage 
of  silver  at  the  predetermined  ratio  of 
weights  of  15  to  1 with  gold. 

On  that  phtforin,  Grover  Cleveland, 
who  had  ho  lored  the  country  with  a 
previous  term  in  the  same  high  office, 
and  whose  personal  inclinations  on 
every  publii  question  and  especially 
the  financial  question,  were  fully  and 
universally  mown,  was  triumphantly 
elected  to  th  i Presidency.  The  house 
was  made  overwhelmingly  Democratic 
and  the  se  late  was  strong  enough 
with  unanimity  of  action  to  have  con- 
trolled the  p -oceedings. 

Under  those  circumstances  it  was 
fully  expecttd  that  the  main  features 
of  the  Natimal  platform  would  be 
carried  out. 

When  the  repeal  of  the  purchasing 
clause  of  tl  e Sherman  Act  of  1890 
was  called  for  as  demanded  by  the 
platform,  thu  operations  of  which  act 
were  rapidly  bringing  the  treasury  to 
a condition  ( f jeopardy,  as  we  all  well 


remember,  democrats  in  both  the 
House  and  Senate  sought  to  condition 
its  repeal  upon  the  adoption  of  the  IG 
to  1 policy  which  had  been  repudiated 
by  the  National  convention.  When 
the  tariff  revision  demanded  by  the 
platform  was  taken  up,  there  were 
enough  Drmocrats  who  were  unfaithful 
to  the  Democratic  platform,  to  par- 
tially defeat  the  great  measure  of 
reform.  Thus  the  undemocratic  spirit  ^ 
grew  among  Democratic  leaders  until 
by  handicaping  the  administration  and 
creating  distrust  and  consequent  mon- 
etary stress  throughout  the  country,  it 
culminated  in  the  production  of  the 
late  so-called  Democratic  National 
convention.  This  latter  convention 
proposes  to  suspend  the  efforts  for 
tariff  reform,  thu>i  tacitly  surrendering 
to  the  powers  of  high  protection. 
Falsely  proclaiming  the  “crime  of  ’73’' 
as  the  cause  of  all  our  woes,  it  pre- 
scribed free  silver  IG  to  1 as  the 
panacea  for  “all  the  ill.s  that  flesh  is 
heir  to,”  and  practically  declares  as 
the  all  absorbing  issue,  the  right  of 
the  owner  of  53  cents  worth  of  silver  i 
bullion  to  have  the  government  stamp 
it  for  him  free,  and  grant  him  the 
lawful  privilege  to  pass  it  upon  the 
people  for  100  cents  valuation.  That 
platform  if  carried  into  eff*ctinthis 
particular,  would  provide  a bonus  to 
the  mine  owners  in  this  country  alone, 
of  nearly  or  quite  30,000,000  dollars 
annually.  The  interpretation  of 
every  vote  for  it  would  be  that  the 
voter  desires  that  the  600,000,000  dol- 
lars of  gold  now  in  the  country  should 
be  lorced  from  circulation;  that  the 
paper  money  of  the  country  should  be  , 
reduced  in  purchasing  power  to  the  l 
market  value  of  the  silver  bullion  in 
a silver  doll  r;  that  silver  monomet- 
allism, not  bimetallism  be  established 
as  the  monetary  policy  of  the  country. 
That  is  not  democracy,  it  is  simply 
Populism.  It  would  be  contraction 
of  the  currency,  not  expansion.  Such 
a revolution  in  the  business  ways  of 
the  country  and  such  a confusion  in 
estimates  of  the  values  of  property 


and  labor,  as  would  follow  its  culmi- 
nation are  beyond  comprehension. 
The  proposition  to  enter  upon  it  itself, 
is  astounding. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  the  recognized  foun- 
der of  the  party,  in  defining  its  doc- 
trine on  the  money  question,  declared: 

“The  proportion  between  the  values 
of  gold  and  silver  is  a mercantile 
problem  altogether.  Just  principles 
will  lead  us  to  disregard  legal  propor- 
tions altogether;  to  inquire  into  the 
market  price  of  gold  in  the  several 
countries  with  which  we  shall  princi- 
pally be  connected  in  commerce,  and 
to  take  an  average  from  them.  A 
commission  should  therefor  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  are  the  pro- 
portions between  the  values  of  fine 
gold  and  fine  silver  at  the  m rkets  of 
the  SB'  eral  countries  with  which  we 
are,  or  probably  may  be  connected  in 
commerce,  and  what  would  be  a prop- 
er proportion  here,  having  regard  to 
the  average  of  their  values  at  those 
markets,  and  to  other  circumstances, 
and  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  at 
our  mints  should  be  at  the  ratio  thus 
determined.” 

Such  was  the  view  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
at  the  beginning  of  the  government. 
He  was  a 15  to  1 man  at  the  outset 
and  united  with  Hamilton  in  recom- 
mending that  ratio  as  it  was  approxi- 
mately the  market  proportion.  While 
President,  silver  having  declined  in 
price  as  compared  with  gold,  in  the 
interval  he  closed  the  mints  against 
the  coinage  of  the  silver  dollar  and 
they  remained  closed  for  a third  of  a 
century.  The  silver  dollar  piece 
which  was  worth  only  97  or  98  cents 
as  compared  with  gold,  but  which 
purported  to  be  worth  100  cents,  he 
^avv  was  not  an  honest  coin  and  he 
suppressed  it.  The  silver  dollar  of 
that  day  was  dishonest  to  the  extent 
of  oulv  2c  or  3c,  while  that  which 
Mr.  Brvau  and  his  followers,  call- 
ing  themselves  Jeffersonians,  pro- 
pose to  coin  is  dishonest  to  the  ex- 
tent of  47  or  48  cents.  We  deny  that 
free  coinage  producing  50  cent  dollars 


is  bimetallism.  We  deny,  that  to  take 
50  cents  worth  of  one  metal  and  100 
i^nts  worth  of  another  metal  and 
make  an  unlimited  number  of  coins 
with  their  intrinsic  values  so  unequal, 
is  bimetallism.  Bimetallism  cannot 
mean  the  allowing  a man  to  have  a 
dollar  made  Tor  him  out  of  metal  only 
worth  only  half  a dollar.  When  has 
any  nation  ever  undertaken  to  author- 
ize free  coinage  at  a rat'O  which  it 
was  aware  was  not  the  commercial 
ratio.  Never,  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  well  known  that  the  cheaper  coin 
would  expel  the  better  one  from  cir- 
culation and  monometallism  would  en- 
sue. The  only  practical  bimetallism 
is  that  which  the  United  States  has 
had  since  1878.  The  superior  metal — 
gold — is  made  the  standard  and  the 
inferior  metal — silver — is  held  up  to 
it  in  circulating  value  at  the  ratio  of 
16  to  1.  When  the  “crime  (f)  of 
’73,”  (which  was  three  years  in  being 
consummated)  was  committed,  there 
had  been  coined  only  $8,000,000  of 
silvet  dollars,  while  to  day  we  have 
$624,000,000  of  silver  money,  includ- 
ing 429,000,000  silver  dollars,  with  a 
per  capita  of  circulation  amply  suffici- 
ent to  transact  the  business  of  the 
country.  More  than  once  since  1873  the 
democratic  party  has  been  in  control 
of  the  government  with  full  power  to 
right  the  wrong  (I)  of  ’73,  and  yet 
nas  endorsed  our  present  monetary 
system  as  the  “maiutenanceof  a sound 
and  stable  national  currency.”  As 
stated,  in  1892  in  the  National  Demo- 
cratic convention  at  Chicago,  Mr.  Pat- 
terson of  Colorado  proposed  a free 
coinage  plank  of  16  to  1,  and  it  was 
voted  down  by  913  to  17  and  Mr.  Pat- 
terson bolted  and  went  to  the  Populist 
party  where  he  belonged,  and  now  in 
less  than  four  years  we  have  the  so- 
called  Democratic  party  adopting  the 
free  silver  craze  and  the  populist  party 
with  it.  The  singular  spectacle  is 
presented  of  a candidate  for  the  high- 
est office  in  the  gift  of  the  American 
people,  riding  two  horses  going  in  op- 
posite directions  with  Sewall,  a na- 


tional  banker  behind  him  on  one,  and 
Watson,  a popilist,  behind  him  on  the 
other;  both  s{  urring  their  respective 
steeds  to  their  full  speed,  and  we  are 
asked  to  follo\i  both  horses.  We  could 
not  if  we  would,  and  would  not,  if  we 
could. 

Besides,  the  doctrines  enumerated 
by  the  Chicago  3onvention  are  a menace 
to  our  institutions.  It  stands  for  the 
extinction  of  contracts  and  the  repudi 
ation  of  debts.  It  is  a bid  for  every 
discordant  and  disorderly  element  of 
society.  Its  candidates  stand 

upon  a platform  which 

favors  riot,  dostruetion  of  property 
and  blood  sbed.  Its  contemptible 
slur  upon  the  integrity  of  the  highest 
judicial  tribui  al  of  the  land  and  its 
condemnation  of  Grover  Cleveland  for 
using  the  stroag  arm  of  the  govern- 
ment in  proteoting  the  lives  and  the 
property  of  unoffending  citizens  and 
enforcing  the  aw  enacted  by  a demo- 
cratic congress  could  otily  be  prompted 
by  that  spirit  v^hich  cried  out  “Release 
unto  us  Barabas”  and  hung  an  inno- 
cent man  on  a cross  of  wood  and 
placed  a crow  i of  thorns  upon  His 
fair  brow. 

While  there  are  other  doctrines  con- 
tained in  “its  “ platform  from  which 
we  dissent,  we  deem  those  enumerated 
sufficient,  and  seriously  regretting  the 


cause  which  has  brought  us  to  the 
“parting  of  the  ways,”  yet  still  strong 
in  the  faith  of  the  “gospel”  of  the 
Democracy  of  Jefferson,  Jackson, 
Benton,  Tilden  and  Cleveland,  we 
unite  for  the  preservation  of  our 
political  household  of  faith,  and  pledge 
ourselves  to  assist  as  time  and  circum- 
stances will  permit  in  presenting  to 
the  Democrats  of  the  country  a genu- 
ine Democratic  platform  of  principles 
and  the  names  of  illustrious  and  tried 
Democrats  as  candidates  for  President 
and  Vice-President. 

R.  E.  Anderson, 
Elijah  Hawkins, 

W.  B.  Pettibone, 

A.  R.  Levering, 

G.  W.  Dulany, 

Jno.  T.  Holme,  Sr. 

F.  L.  Schofield, 

J.  W.  Mounce, 

J.  W.  Whaley, 

J.  B.  Brown, 

E.  D.  Bewington, 

E.  V.  Settles, 

W.  B.  Humrich, 

B.  Q.  Stevens, 

Jno.  T.  Holme,  Jr. 
Geo.  V.  Moore, 

E.  T.  Cameron, 

Syd  Brown, 

A.  W.  Pettibone,  Jr. 

C.  J.  Lewis. 
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